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The story of a city finding its place in the 
UK, a city coming out of the shadows and 
re-establishing its reputation as a gateway 

that welcomes the world. The story is of Hull 
– a city that is proud of its people and wants 
to share its sense of freedom and space with 

the rest of the UK
2017 Hull Tell the World: “The countdown has begun”, 2014





• Various depositors, including the university and artists, with the Culture 
Company being the biggest

• Almost exclusively digital
• Main systems we are harvesting records from:

• Asset Bank (DAMS) c18,000 HQ photos and videos
• SharePoint c80,000 organisational records
• Box
• Email



• Various funding streams, 
including the university, the 
National Archives (Sector 
Sustainability)

• Two attempts to recruit suitable 
software developer unsuccessful 
– led to decision to put 
development work out to tender 
and choose to work with 
CoSector and Cottage Labs



photo: https://www.flickr.com/photos/33590535
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• Keen to use open source – customisable, flexible, 
tap into existing communities, exercise control

• Desire to provide access to range of users –
academic, artistic response, local 
reminiscence…achieve this through integration with 
our existing systems

• Scope to extend to rest of Uni of Hull digital 
collections 



• Appraisal: how do we decide which records to keep when there 
are hundreds of thousands?

• Cataloguing: how much description is necessary, how do we 
catalogue at scale and how much technical information do we 
need to include?

• Access: how to provide whilst ensuring sensitive information is 
protected?



Thank you
For more information visit
www.hull.ac.uk

L.Giles@hull.ac.uk
Julie.Allinson@cosector.com 


